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A RESOLUTION URGING WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR  

TO FIX THE BROKEN SYSTEM OF FUNDING CRITICAL LOCAL SERVICES 

Whereas, Wisconsin’s system for funding vital local services like police, fire protection, EMS, 
well-maintained streets, parks, and libraries is broken, unsustainable, and needs to be reformed; and 

Whereas, communities are forced to rely on property taxes and flat or declining state aid to pay 
for critical local services that residents and businesses need; and 

Whereas, state sales and income tax revenues have tripled in the last 30 years, but the share of 
those taxes going to support police, fire, EMS, and other local services has gone DOWN; and 

Whereas, over the last 20 years, state aid for police, fire, and other critical services has steadily 
declined in real dollars, while inflation has caused average prices to increase by 51 percent. (The 
funding level for County and Municipal Aid in 2003 was $938,529,507. Today, it is $753,032,613); 
and 

Whereas, the steady decline in the state’s contribution to the cost of critical local services has 
forced communities to rely more heavily on property taxes to maintain police, fire, and EMS service 
levels; and 

Whereas, the over-reliance on property taxes to pay for critical local services must end; and 

Whereas, to compete globally, Wisconsin needs to develop and maintain quality communities 
that can attract and retain talent and enterprise and spur job creation; and 

Whereas, for local communities to flourish and the state’s economy to grow, state and local 
leaders must work collaboratively; and 

Whereas, Local governments need reliable, growing, sustainable, and diverse sources of 
revenue to continue to deliver police, fire protection, ambulance services, and safe streets now and into 
the future. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Village of Ashwaubenon urges the Wisconsin State 
Legislature and the Governor to work collaboratively with the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, 
Wisconsin Counties Association, Wisconsin Towns Association, other local government leaders, and 
business leaders to create a better way of funding local governments that includes revenue options 
other than property taxes to continue delivering police, fire, EMS, and other critical services.   
 
This resolution was adopted by the Village of Ashwaubenon Board on the 23rd day of January 2023.  
 
 
   
  



Resolution No. R1-1-23 
 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR 
TO FIX THE BROKEN SYSTEM OF FUNDING CRITICAL LOCAL SERVICES 

 
 

 Page 2 of  2 
Resolution No. R1-1-23 

 
A RESOLUTION URGING WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR  

TO FIX THE BROKEN SYSTEM OF FUNDING CRITICAL LOCAL SERVICES 

 
 
 
VILLAGE OF ASHWAUBENON, WISCONSIN 

 
 
 
By: _____________________________ 
 Mary Kardoskee, Village President   

ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
Kris Teske, Clerk 
 
         {SEAL} 
         
 
 
 
Motion to Approve/Deny Resolution No. R1-1-23 made by: Votes: 
Title Name Aye Nay Other 
Trustee (Wards 1 & 2) K.Servais    
Trustee (Wards 3 & 4) G.Paul    
Trustee (Wards 5 & 6) C.Zirbel    
Trustee (Wards 7 & 8) C.Atkinson    
Trustee (Wards 9 & 10) J.Krueger    
Trustee (Wards 11 & 12) T.Flucke    
President M. Kardoskee    

 


